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How common is violence against children?



Violence prevention and the life course 



The Good Schools Study

• Aim: to evaluate the impact of the Good 
Schools Toolkit Intervention by Raising 
Voices

• Primary and secondary outcomes

– Children’s experience of physical 
violence from school staff

– Children’s mental health

– Children’s educational performance 
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• Donors: MRC, DfID, Wellcome Trust; Hewlett Foundation



We did a cluster randomised controlled trial in 
Uganda…

• 42 primary schools, 
representing 1 district

• 3700 students and 500 staff 
interviewed in June 2012

• 3800 students and 600 staff 
interviewed in June 2014

• Interviewer-administered 
questionnaire

• Instruments: ICAST, Strengths 
and Difficulties Questionnaire, 
Educational tests

• Referral plan for children





So what happened?

Outcome (reported by 
students)

Difference Interpretation

Primary

Past week physical violence 
from school staff

Control: 49%
Intervention: 31%
OR=0.40 (0.26 to 
0.64)
(about 42% reduction)

➢Reduction in violence in the 
intervention group

Secondary

Feelings of safety and well-
being in school

Mean difference=0.58 
(0.23 to 0.90)

➢Improvement in feelings of safety in 
the intervention group

Mental health (SDQ score) Mean difference=0.01 
(-0.02 to 0.04)

➢No difference in mental health

Educational test scores 
(EGRA word recognition, 
reading, reading comprehension; 
silly sentences, spelling, written 
numeracy)

No difference ➢No difference in educational test
scores  

Devries et al. 2015. Lancet 

Global Health, 3(7):e378-86. 



Conclusions

• The Good School Toolkit works to reduce physical violence from school 
staff, and creates a safe atmosphere in schools

• This was the first robust RCT of a teacher violence prevention 
intervention

• But no effect on mental health 
or educational outcomes—why?

• Implementation not long 
enough?

• More influence from external 
structural factors not affected by 
the intervention?



Policy impact

2016 Guidance from WHO and Unicef:



8 years later…still an under-researched area

• Still only 6 trials of teacher violence interventions

• Very different approaches, most successful

• Still not clear what minimum package is

• The Good School Toolkit still has the largest reduction

• has been adapted for secondary schools



Thank you!

Any questions, or to see other school based violence prevention trials, please 
get in touch!

karen.devries@lshtm.ac.uk

See also: 

Child Protection Research Group

https://www.lshtm.ac.uk/research/centres-projects-groups/child-protection-
research-group
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