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Introduction

• Ethiopia is frequently affected by natural and manmade public health 

emergencies, including draughts, outbreaks, and conflict.

• Local communities and organizations' contributions to disaster risk 
management have been extensively documented, but there needs to be 
more evidence of the mechanisms and processes involved.

• A systematic synthesis of the evidence on what works, for whom, and in 
what circumstances to establish community response to public health 
emergencies in Ethiopia.

Methods

• We used a realist review approach that combines systematic and 

purposive search techniques for published and grey literature, 

respectively.

Databases 

• PubMed, Embase and Global Health databases were searched for 

published literature, and websites of national and international 

organizations were searched for grey literature. 

• Google Scholar and Google were also searched for both literature 

sources.

Selection criteria

• Both grey and published literature on community responses to 

epidemics and drought, detailing context, mechanisms, and outcomes of 

engagement, were reviewed.

Data extraction and synthesis

• Data were extracted manually and analyzed thematically. 

Findings
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