
Keyhole surgery for colon cancer is not 
reaching those it would benefit most

Our research used anonymous data from around 10,000 stage 
I–III colon cancer patients diagnosed in England in 2022.

but are less likely to receive this surgery.

Patients from high-risk groups, who would benefit most from keyhole 
surgery, are …

older

more frail 

with other illnesses

from more deprived areas

To eliminate inequalities, if 445 older patients had received keyhole 
surgery, within one year, we would:

Offering this surgery could improve patients’ outcomes, save lives 
and reduce burden on the NHS.

Have 22 less patients needing hospital 
readmissions after surgery.

Reduce hospital bed use by over 
1,500 days in a single year.

Prevent up to 
14 deaths.

Our research suggests …

��Patient-focused approach to ensure treatment 
decision leads to the best possible outcomes 
Strong support for keyhole surgery for patients 
considered high-risk

Urgent 
need for 
action

2

Results showed:

1

This work uses data provided by patients and collected by the NHS as part of their care and support.
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