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For 2020-21 this module is delivered online.
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80
This module is aimed at all LSHTM students. The module will
also be open to a small number of external students.
This module provides an overview of the current healthrelated challenges and policy debates concerning appropriate
responses to populations affected by armed conflict. It aims
to equip students to apply and critique these concepts in
their current and future engagements with humanitarian
practice.
5 weeks at 2-2.5 days per week
C2
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MSc Tropical Medicine & International Health

Recommended
Recommended
Recommended
Recommended
Recommended
Recommended
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Module Aim and Intended Learning Outcomes
Overall aim of the module
The overall module aim is to provide participants with an overview of the current healthrelated challenges and policy debates concerning appropriate responses to populations
affected by armed conflict.
Module Intended Learning Outcomes
Upon successful completion of the module a student will be able to:
1. Demonstrate an understanding of the political, economic and social factors that
contribute to conflict;
2. Analyse the direct and indirect effects of conflict on health and health systems;
3. Identify the actors and institutions involved in the international humanitarian
system, and the management and coordination issues currently facing them;
4. Describe and critique the key policy debates currently taking place within the
humanitarian field (humanitarianism, relief to development, coordination, evaluation
and quality);
5. Describe the challenges of developing context-sensitive responses to public health
problems (e.g. reproductive health, communicable disease, mental health, noncommunicable diseases);
6. Identify and discuss key issues concerning the transition from relief to rehabilitation
and the development of health systems in the context of post-conflict recovery.
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Indicative Syllabus
Session Content
The module is expected to cover the following topics:
•
•
•

•
•

•

Nature and origins of different types of conflict, impact on health and health
systems, and architecture of the humanitarian aid system;
Humanitarianism, the humanitarian principles, and ensuing ethical dilemmas;
Policy issues in relation to assessing needs, identifying appropriate interventions,
and implementation strategies for selected disease-specific activities, including
infectious diseases, water, sanitation and health, malnutrition, sexual and
reproductive health, gender-based violence, non-communicable diseases and mental
health.
Policy issues in relation to the quality of interventions, the promotion of evidencebased practice, and the evaluation of humanitarian assistance
The linkages between relief, recovery and longer-term post-conflict health system
development, including health policy formulation and implementation during the
initial post-conflict phase
A range of special sessions with external speakers on selected topics

Teaching and Learning
Notional Learning Hours
Type of Learning Time
Contact time
Directed self-study
Self-directed learning
Assessment, review and revision
Total

Number of Hours
37
43
14
56
150

Expressed as Percentage
(%)
24%
29%
9%
37%
100%

Student contact time refers to the tutor-mediated time allocated to teaching, provision of
guidance and feedback to students. This time includes activities that take place in face-to-face
contexts such as lectures, seminars, demonstrations, tutorials, supervised laboratory
workshops, practical classes, project supervision as well as where tutors are available for oneto-one discussions and interaction by email. Student contact time also includes tutormediated activities that take place in online environments, which may be synchronous (using
real-time digital tools such as Zoom or Blackboard Collaborate Ultra) or asynchronous (using
digital tools such as tutor-moderated discussion forums or blogs often delivered through the
School’s virtual learning environment, Moodle).
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The division of notional learning hours listed above is indicative and is designed to inform
students as to the relative split between interactive (online or on-campus) and self-directed
study.
Teaching and Learning Strategy
The module consists of 10 core lectures delivered by subject experts coming from
academia or humanitarian practice, covering the material listed above. These are followed
by question and answer periods with lecturers. Lectures are complemented by optional
extra sessions with expert speakers. Small group seminars give the opportunity for
students to discuss and explore their own views, ideas and responses to the material
presented. These include two sessions where students use case studies to practice analysis
of health surveillance data, and two in which students work in groups to critique a journal
article that reflects key challenges around academic evidence production in humanitarian
response. Student volunteers with substantial prior experience in humanitarian response
are also encouraged to present on their experiences, reflecting on key themes covered by
the course. The remainder of the time will be spent in private study, particularly reviewing
the key readings associated with core lectures.

Assessment
Assessment Strategy
The assessment for this module has been designed to measure student learning against
the module intended learning outcomes (ILOs) as listed above and will contribute towards
the overall award GPA.
The assessment for this module will be online and will consist of 10 written short answer
essay questions. Students will be expected to apply concepts covered in the course to their
responses.
Summative Assessment
Assessment Type

Timed Test (in-module
test)

Assessment Length (i.e.
Word Count, Length of
presentation in minutes)
10 short essay responses
(each 1 paragraph long)
responding to questions
based on the core lecture
topics
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Weighting Intended Module
(%)
Learning Outcomes
Tested
100
1-6

Resitting assessment
Resits will accord with the LSHTM’s Resits Policy
There will be an approved alternative assessment as detailed below.
Assessment being
replaced

Approved Alternative
Assessment Type

Timed Test (in-module
test)

The task will be an
individual essay
responding to one
question selected from a
list of questions based on
the core lecture topics

Approved Alternative
Assessment Length (i.e. Word
Count, Length of presentation in
minutes)
2500 words
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Teaching for Disabilities and Learning Differences
The module-specific site on Moodle gives students access to lecture notes and copies of the
slides used during the lecture. Where appropriate, lectures are recorded and made
available on Moodle. All materials posted on Moodle, including computer-based sessions,
have been made accessible where possible.
LSHTM Moodle is accessible to the widest possible audience, regardless of specific needs or
disabilities. More detail can be found in the Moodle Accessibility Statement which can also
be found within the footer of the Moodle pages. All students have access to “SensusAccess”
software which allows conversion of files into alternative formats.
Student Support Services can arrange learning or assessment adjustments for students
where needed. Details and how to request support can be found on the LSHTM Disability
Support pages.
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