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MODULE SPECIFICATION 
 

Academic Year (student 
cohort covered by 
specification) 

2020-21 

Module Code GHM104 
Module Title Issues in Global Health Policy  
Module Organiser(s) Ana B. Amaya  
Faculty Public Health & Policy: London School of Hygiene & Tropical 

Medicine 
http://www.lshtm.ac.uk/php/ 

FHEQ Level Level 7 
Credit Value  CATS 15 

ECTS 7.5 
HECoS Code  100648 
Mode of Delivery Distance Learning  
Mode of Study Directed self-study, through online materials via the Virtual 

Learning Environment 
Language of Study English 
Pre-Requisites No specific pre-requisites although we recommend students 

take at least two GHM1 modules before registering for 
GHM104.  

Accreditation by 
Professional Statutory 
and Regulatory Body 

None 

Module Cap (Maximum 
number of students) 

None 

Target Audience  This module is compulsory for the PGCert/PGDip/MSc Global 
Health Policy by Distance Learning, and can also be taken as 
a standalone module. This module will be of interest to 
students intending to research or work in health policy-
making with a global or international focus. 

Module Description This module serves to introduce and integrate key concepts, 
theories, methods and topics to further understanding of 
major issues in global health. The module will begin by 
covering how global health policy can be defined, including 
ways to conceptualise and develop collective action to 
address global health issues.  
The module primarily focuses on issues that impact middle- 
and low-income countries, although some of the sessions 
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also discuss issues relevant to high-income countries. Finally, 
the module seeks to integrate learning from GHM101, 
GHM102, and GHM103 through a selection of key topics in 
global health policy. 

Duration Moodle is open to access from 1st October each year. 
Students then plan their own studies between October and 
June. Examinations are held in the first three weeks of June. 

Last Revised (e.g. year 
changes approved) 

March 2020 

 
Programme(s)  
This module is linked to the following programme(s) 

Status 

PGCert/PGDip/MSc Global Health Policy (Distance Learning 
- University of London Worldwide) 

Compulsory  

 
Module Aim and Intended Learning Outcomes 
 
Overall aim of the module  
The overall module aim is to:  

• enhance student understanding of global health policy through the application of 
concepts, theories and methods to key global health issues. 

 
Module Intended Learning Outcomes 
Upon successful completion of the module a student will be able to:  

1. define global health policy, using specific examples, and the specific challenges of 
making public policy in a global context; 

2. discuss concepts and theories that describe how global health policy occurs; 
3. apply these concepts and theories to analyse selected global health issues;  
4. assess how to facilitate collective action to develop global health policy.  

 
Indicative Syllabus 
 
Session Content  

The module is expected to cover the following topics: 

• Introduction; 

• The Global Risk from Pandemic Influenza; 

• The Political Economy of the Global AIDS Response; 

• Global Strategies for Tackling Chronic Diseases; 
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Session Content  
• Access to Pharmaceuticals in a Globalised World; 

• Global Health Impacts of Illicit Activities; 

• Population Mobility and Global Health; 

• Environmental Change and Emerging Infections; 

• Global Dimensions of Sexual and Reproductive Health; 

• Horizontal and Vertical Approaches to Global Health; 

• The Emergence of New Aid Donors for Global Health Development;   

• Global Dimensions of Mental Health; 

• Health Equity in a Globalising World? 

• Conclusions. 

 
Teaching and Learning 
 
Notional Learning Hours 
Type of Learning Time Number of Hours Expressed as Percentage 

(%) 
Directed self-study 84 56 
Self-directed learning 16 11 
Assessment, review and revision  50 33 
Total 150 100 

 
Teaching and Learning Strategy 
Learning is self-directed against a detailed set of learning objectives using the materials 
provided. Module tutors provide asynchronous support for students by replying to 
students’ questions in open online discussion forums and facilitating discussion. Students 
are also strongly encouraged to participate in live webinars available on Moodle to obtain 
tutor support, and to make use of LSHTM online library resources. In addition, written 
feedback is provided on submitted formative assignments. 
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Assessment  
 
Assessment Strategy 
Formal assessment of this module includes a two-hour unseen written examination (70%) 
and an assessed assignment (30%).  
 
The unseen written examination represents a higher percentage of the grade given that it 
requires the student apply the knowledge gained throughout the module by answering 
exam questions in essay form based on the module intended learning outcomes. The 
assessed assignment specifically seeks to address intended learning outcome 3 (apply 
these concepts and theories to analyse selected global health issues). In the assessed 
assignment, students will develop policy advice on an issue covered in the module and will 
receive written feedback on their work.  
 
If students fail the module overall, they are allowed one further attempt at the failed 
element (examination and/or assignment). 

 
Summative Assessment 
Assessment Type 
 
 

Assessment Length (i.e. 
Word Count, Length of 
presentation in 
minutes) 

Weighting 
(%) 

Intended Module 
Learning Outcomes 
Tested 

Assessed Assignment 1,500 words 30 3 
Exam  2 hours  70 1-4 

 
Assessed assignments for this module can be submitted only once annually, no later than 
31 March and must be submitted via the online Assignment Management System. 
 
Unseen written examinations for DL modules are held once a year, in June (including resits). 
Examinations are normally taken in a student’s country of residence, in one of over 650 
examination centres worldwide (arranged mainly through Ministries of Education or the 
British Council). A list of examination centres can be found at:  
https://london.ac.uk/current-students/examinations/examination-centres 
 
A local fee will be payable direct to the examination centre. This fee is in addition to the 
programme/module fee and is set by, and paid directly to, the individual examination 
centres. The level of local examination centre fees varies across the world and neither the 
University of London nor the LSHTM have any control over the fee amount.  
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Resitting assessment  

Resits will accord with the LSHTM’s Resits Policy 

 
Resources 
 
Indicative reading list 

1. Brugha R, Bruen C, Tancharoensanthien V. Understanding Global Health Policy. In 
Grown G, Yamey G and Wamala S. eds. Handbook of Global Health Policy. 
Chichester: Wiley Blackwell, 2014: 21-46. 

2. · Lee K. Globalization. In Detels R, Gulliford M, Karim QA, Chuan C. eds. Oxford 
Textbook of Public Health, 6th Edition. Oxford: Oxford University Press 2015. 

3. · Choi B. et al., 2005. Can scientists and policy makers work together? Epidemiology 
and Community Health, 59:632-637. 

4. Gostin LO. Global Health Law. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press; 2014. 
Chapter 12: Pandemic Influenza: A Case Study on Global Health Security, pp359-378. 

5. Kamradt-S. A., 2012. Changing perceptions: of pandemic influenza and public health 
responses. American Journal of Public Health, 102(1):90-98. 

6. Bekker L-G, Alleyne G, Baral S, Cepeda J, Daskalakis D, Dowdy D, et al., 2018. 
Advancing global health and strengthening the HIV response in the era of the 
Sustainable Development Goals: The International AIDS Society—Lancet 
Commission. Lancet, 392(10144):312–58. 

7. Reubi, D, Herrick, C, Brown, T., 2016. The politics of non-communicable diseases in 
the global South. Health and Place,. 39: 179-187. 

8. Horton, R., 2019. Time to radically rethink noncommunicable diseases. Lancet, 
313:1922. 

9.  Knaul, F, Bhadelia, R, Atun, R, Frenk, J., 2015. Achieving effective universal health 
coverage and diagonal approaches to care for chronic illnesses. Health Affairs, 34: 
1514. DOI: 10.1377/hlthaff.2015.0514 

10. Watt, NF, Gomez, EJ, McKee, M., 2013. Global health in foreign policy – and foreign 
policy in health? Evidence from the BRICS. Health Policy and Planning, 29:763-773. 

11. Kapstein EB and Busby JW., 2010. Making markets for merit goods: the political 
economy of antiretrovirals. Global Policy, 1(1): 75-90. 

12. Buse K, Drager N, Fustukian S, Lee K. Globalisation and health policy: Trends and 
opportunities. In Health Policy in a Globalising World. Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, 2002, pp. 251-280. 
 

Other resources 
A full list of essential, recommended and further reading is given for each session. 
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Teaching for Disabilities and Learning Differences 
 
The LSHTM Moodle has been made accessible to the widest possible audience, using a VLE 
that allows for up to 300% zoom, permits navigation via keyboard and use of speech 
recognition software, and that allows listening through a screen reader.  
 
For students with special needs, reasonable adjustments and support can be arranged – 
details and how to request support can be found on the University of London Worldwide 
website at https://london.ac.uk/applications/how-it-works/inclusive-practice-access-
arrangements 

 
 


